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pacity it  enacts statutes binding on the as-
sembly itself and on the inferior courts.   See

PRESPA'TERIANISlVr.

Genera! Education Board, an organiza-
tion formed by John D. Rockefeller in New
York City in February, 1902, and incorpor-
ated by Act of Congress of Jan. 12, 1903, to
promote the general cause of education
throughout the United States, irrespective of
race, sex, or creed. Funds contributed by Mr.
Rockefeller to the Board have been given
outright and absolutely. Principal as well as
income may be used for the corporate pur*
poses of the Board.

The gifts of the Board have been mainly
for endowment and other capital purposes of
colleges of liberal arts; for medical education;
for research and graduate study in education,
the natural sciences, and the humanities; for
public education in the South; and for the
education of the Negro.

Generalization, the act of comprehending
under a general name a number of objects
which agree in one or more points. The re-
sult of generalization is a common name or
general term, which stands for the many ob-
jects in so far only as they all agree.

General Lien.   See Lien.

General Staff, an organization in an army
consisting of a number of selected officers ap-
pointed to assist and to carry out the general
principles of a general commanding officer.

In the United States, the General Staff
Corps was created by Act of Congress on
Feb. 14, 1903. It is composed of about fifty
officers detailed for a period of four years
under rules prescribed by the President. The
duties of the General Staff are numerous and
comprehensive, and arc definitely set forth in
the General Staff Act and in Army Regula-
tions. See ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES.

General Theological Seminary, The,
chief divinity school of the Protestant Epis-
copal Church, is situated in New York City.
It was founded in. 18x7; incorporated in 1822;
and in 182$ construction was begun on some
of the buildings which it now occupies in
Chelsea Square. The course, partially elec-
tive, covers three years, with provision for
graduate work. It includes the study of He-
brew; Biblical history and literature; theol-
ogy ; apologetics, liturgies, pastoral care, ped-
agogy ; ecclesiastical history, law, and music;
ethics; and elocution. The degrees of D.D.
and B.D. are conferred, the latter both aca-
demic and honorary* Applicants for entrance
are required to be either accepted candidates
for orders in the Protestant Episcopal Church,

Genetics

or graduates in arts of recognized colleges or
universities.
Generation.   See Reproduction.
Generation, a single succession in natural
descent, the children of the same parents.
Generations, Alternation of. See Alter*
nation of Generations.
Generation, Spontaneous. See Spon-
taneous Generation.
Generator, Electric. See Dynamo and
Motor.
Genesee River, river rising in Potter
co., Pennsylvania, and flowing n.w. nearly
across Allegany co., New York, and then
n.e. to Lake Ontario, passing through the
city of Rochester. It is about 135 m.long and
its lower course is in a broad and fertile re-
gion, well deserving of the Indian designa-
tion of 'pleasant valley/ At Rochester, where
it is crossed by the Erie Canal, there is a
fiheer fall of 95 ft., which is utilized for water
power.
Genesee Shale.   See Devonian.
Genes eo, village, New York, county seat
of Livingston co., on the Genesee River. It
is the seat of a State normal and training
school; has a canning factory and manufac-
tures jam, flour and gloves; p. 3,133.
Genesis, the first book of the Bible. The
book falls into two main parts: (i) a rapid
.survey of primeval history, giving the 'gen-
erations' of the heavens and the earth, Adam,
Noah, Noah's sons, and, in particular, Shem;
(2) a more detailed account of the patriarchs
Abraham, Ishxnael, Isaac, Esau, Jacob and
his twelve sons. The last chapters show Jacob
and his sons in Egypt, and when the curtain
rises again in Exodus these have grown to a
people, the children of Israel. The whole
delineation is transfused with a lofty ethical
and religious interest.
Genet, or Genest, Edmond Charles
(1765-1834), French diplomat, was born in
Versailles. At the time of the French Revolu-
tion, 1792, he became Minister to the United
States, and on his arrival in this country en-
deavored to influence public opinion to up-
hold France in her war against England. De-
spite President Washington's proclamation of
neutrality, he proceeded to arm and equip
privateers and raise recruits in American
ports; and this, with his many imprudent
criticisms of the United States Government,
compelled the latter to demand his recall,
1794.
Genetics, that branch of biology which
deals with the coming into existence of new
individuals under the orderly operation pf tlae